Long Essay Prompt

In her book “Disconnected”, Carrie James calls attention to the moral and ethical blind spots, as well as
the disconnects in the use of the internet, particularly in social media and peer-to-peer online interactions.
She discusses the need to consider moral and ethical implications of online behavior to foster good
citizenship. Reflect on your use of social media and share the ethical dimensions of a personal
experience.
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Jason Ku

Social Mediga--------- Not so social after all

Adolescents like me are often shown the anecdotal evidence that we are so profoundly preoccupied with
social media that we become indolent towards the world beyond our pocket phones and mobile tablets. |
understand that these concerns were originated as an utterly good-natured reminder to prevent the abuse
of technology, but if we give it a moment and think about it, does everyone who utilizes social media
become disconnected, just as Carrie James implies? | believe that this kind of ‘disconnectivity’ only
applies to some while others are able to show self-control.

Personally, | define myself as a social media non-addict as | log on the platform on a regular but
intermittent basis where | do not allow these platforms to take control of my genuine social life. | have to
admit that | could hunch over the screen and become somewhat of a coach potato and engross in the
Instagram and Facebook livestreams of my peers and acquaintances, but for most of the time, | could
turn my back on this piece of technology and indulge myself in reading and centralize doing studies.
However, to the best of my knowledge, some of my peers do feel an urge to check out any updates in
their newsfeed and consistently engage in ‘socializing’ with strangers online. Disengaging in everyday
schoolwork, it is apparent that these compulsive behaviors have done more harm than good and their
academic scores are on the verge of irreparable collapse as they treat education as tedious and
wearisome where social media is the only source of pleasure in their lives. But, could there be any ethical
influences in maneuvering social media pathways?

One time when | was worn out by the inundating and seemingly never-ending piles of work, | pulled out
my phone and kept scrolling down the Facebook page wishing to look at some intriguing videos of any
sort and feel the dopamine rush in my system. However, | stopped scrolling when | saw a livestream titled
‘Stalking for fun and let’s see how long it takes for them to realize it’. Maybe it was the overwhelming
pressure that did a mischief, | commented in that particular video and stated that it was inappropriate to
violate one’s privacy when we are granted liberty and rights to protect our integrity in Hong Kong, a land
of prosperity. Even when some critics endorse that they were doing just for fun and no harm was meant, |
advocate with the stance identical to Carrie James where they were exploiting the moral and ethical blind
spots. It could be my persistence or perseverance that evoked resonance among the audience, coaxing
them to express solidarity against injustice. The wrongdoers eventually had to terminate the broadcast
under extreme condemnation.

| understand that social media is often stereotyped as a site of addiction and disparity, but as a saying
goes, ‘There is a positive side to every situation’, there is certainly no need for fear and reluctance as it
depends only on the way we use it.



Hadia Saqib

The social media is a phenomenon that is popular among tweens, adolescents and adults alike.
This popular use connects people through different means but also disconnects them through
others.

It would be unfair to say that | do not take part in this popular culture. | usually spend my time
scrolling through Instagram or texting via WhatsApp. Asking my friends or teachers for help
regarding schoolwork or keeping in touch with relatives is the most | do though WhatsApp. As for
Instagram, | do not interact with people | don't know. Other than responding to polls, | only send
funny memes or meaningful posts to my sister as a gesture of sharing everything | come across.

Posts triggered by events such as the recent Indo-Pakistan conflict and the shooting in a
mosque in New Zealand reflect the views of netizens in the matter. On one hand, there are
biased posts degrading Pakistan for keeping an intruder from the Indian army hostage when he
invaded their territory. On the other hand, there are posts urging others to keep peace and help
each other out by providing protection while Muslims pray in mosques. This tells us that there are
people who take different stances in various situations. In this case, netizens treat issues with
their own perspective in mind but also care about concepts such as good and evil, right and
wrong, virtue and vice, justice and crime as in the case of the New Zealand shooting.

On a more personal note, a few weeks ago, | got fed up while listening to my friends berate my
acquaintances behind their backs, which | view as an act of verbal bullying. As | didn't wish to
confront them face to face, | decided to rant on my Instagram story, hoping that they'd get the hint
that | wouldn't tolerate them belittling others. When | checked my phone a day later, | found that
out of all the 45 people that viewed my story, only one cared enough to reply. | can't be sure that
no one else took notice of my words but | assume most of them just ignored my words as they
weren't important to them. This just brings the fact that not many people care about what you say,
regardless of its ethical values, unless it is directly related to them.

To conclude, though | don't use the social media as much as my peers, | am aware of the ways
social media affects one's behavior. It helps them connect to the society by keeping in touch with
the recent events and expressing their views. However, netizens rarely bring themselves to care
about social issues in real life as they prefer to voice their opinions online. This, undoubtedly,
disconnects them from the society. Using the social media to raise awareness of social issues
and taking action in real life is essential to foster good citizenship.



Queena Lau

| started using social media a lot later than my peers, when most of my friends were tweeting or posting
selfies on Facebook or Instagram, | was oblivious to this trend. First, | didn’t have my own smart phone till
| was 15. To be honest, | could always use my mom'’s phone to go on social media, she would have
allowed me to, but | didn't.

With so many classmates around me using social media, | went from knowing nothing about social media
to getting a few glimpses of it. Unfortunately, those sneak-peeks were not of pleasant sides of social
media which | would come to appreciate a whole lot later.

Studying in a girls’ school, every day was a new drama episode, starring different classmates of mine. |
was one of the few audiences.

From what | could gather through these slices of social media life, the biggest attraction of social media at
that time was the anonymity it could provide, you never had to use your real name and age. No one knew
who you really were.

To some of my classmates, the privacy was a way to hide from their strict parents while to some, it gave
them a way to channel what they normally wouldn’t express at school into something tangible. This
happened during 6" grade. For the first time our class teacher chased us out of the classroom during
lunch time, all of us except for a few classmates who were asked to stay. Later we found out that those
classmates set up an anonymous account solely to insult a friend of mine. They insulted her because of
the “ugly selfies” she posted on her Facebook page. Those classmates caught us by surprise, they were
all class prefects.

Since then | realized this anonymity, when fell into wrong hands, can be used as a weapon to judge and
to hurt. Along with news reports of online hackers scamming people out of their savings, 12-year-old me
was so naive to believe that social media was a dangerous place.

| had my first Instagram and Snapchat account when | was 16. After more than one year on social media,
previous thoughts of social media being a dangerous place diminished with the help of different people,
some of them which | never knew their true identity. These people made use of their privacy wisely,
including setting up anonymous free tutorial accounts to hide from jealous bosses, to bait child predators,
to warn people of scam accounts, and much more. Social media, just like what Carrie James said in her
book, is another separate community. Like any other non-virtual community, people can choose to be bad
or good. Those truly righteous will never abuse the advantage of social media’s privacy to do harm,
instead using it to battle darkness for fellow community members.

Social media is like just any other community, one that requires much more integrity and self-discipline,
one that truly foils people from one another.



